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Content:

• DAERA context and Green Growth Strategy

• Nutrient management and environmental 

impact of AD

• Potential solution to multi-factor issues 

• SULS - Sustainable Utilisation of Livestock 

Slurry Programme



DAERA’s Key Priorities

• Tackling climate change together;

• Protecting our natural environment;

• Supporting a sustainable, resilient 

and productive agri-food sector; and, 

• Building strong, sustainable and 

diverse rural communities



Strategic Environmental Outcomes

• Excellent air, water & land quality;

• Healthy & accessible environment & landscapes 

everyone can connect with & enjoy; 

• Thriving, resilient & connected nature and wildlife

• Sustainable production & consumption on land 

and at sea

• Zero waste & highly developed circular economy;

• Net zero greenhouse gas emissions & improved 

climate resilience and adaptability



.

Climate Action
Reduce greenhouse gas emissions through 

adaptation and mitigation measures.

Green Jobs
Develop a low carbon, inclusive, skilled 

workforce and a strong circular economy.

Clean Environment
Quality built environment, clean air and 

water, more sustainable land use, improved 

habitat and greater biodiversity.



Agriculture in Northern Ireland



Lough Neagh Report and Action Plan

• Education/Investment/Regulation/Enforcement

• 2 key actions

• Launch of SBRI - Sustainable Utilisation of 

Livestock Slurry - Phase 2 Programme

• Engage and fully consult with stakeholders 

regarding a new regulatory framework for the 

processing of slurry to reduce land spreading of 

excess phosphorus, resulting in renewable energy 

production and recycling/reuse of organic 

nutrients.



AD plants 
in NI



SBRI SULS Phase 1 
Sustainable Utilisation of Livestock Slurry

• £100,000 each to 6 NI companies.

• Companies had to produce proof of 

concepts to deal with excess nutrients 

(particularly phosphorus) from livestock 

slurry in NI. 

• All proposals involved the use of separated 

slurry as a feedstock for Anaerobic 

Digestion to produce renewable 

electricity/biomethane 



SBRI SULS Phase 2      
Sustainable Utilisation of   

Livestock Slurry

• Key details:

• £12m – 3-year programme

• Demonstration sites

• Reduce surplus phosphorus 

within NI agriculture – 1000t/year

• Ensure efficient recycling of 

organic nutrients

• Production of exportable 

products



First SULS Phase 2 
Supplier appointed:

Blakiston Houston Estate Ltd

 “Farm2Export” Project





Second SULS Phase 2 
Supplier appointed
October 2024:

Centre for Competitiveness
“sLurry Utilisation for the Creation and Exploitation of 
Recoverable Nutrients and Energy” (LUCERNE)



What’s the outcome?

• Improved water quality

• Increased renewable energy 

production

• Improved nutrient management 

• A sustainable agriculture sector.
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